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Preparation for FY2009 H-1B Filings Underway

The expectation, once
again, is that the H-1B
quota will be filled on the
first two days that filings
are permitted (April 1 and
2, 2008). Thus, employers
who have a candidate for
an FY2009 H-1B should
begin the process immedi-
ately so that the petition
can be filed.

There is an annual quota
of 65,000 visas per year
with an additional 20,000
H-1B visas available for
beneficiaries who have
obtained a Masters De-
gree or higher from a
United States educational

institution.  Pursuant to
federal regulations if suffi-
cient petitions are re-
ceived on the first filing
day then all of the peti-
tions received on the first
two filing days are placed
in a random lottery and a
sufficient number are cho-
sen to fill the quota. This
procedure was used for
the first time last year and
it is expected that it will be
used again this year
unless Congress increases
the quota prior to April 1st
of this year.

An H-1B petition is a three
step process and requires

Volume 2, Issue 1

Inside this issue:

substantial
documen-
tation. So —
it is impor-
tant to
begin the
process

I

y v

USCIS Advisory on 2
USCIS Revises FBI 2
Check Guidelines

ICE Issues February, 2008 2
Worksite Enforcement Advi-
sory

Higher Civil Fines Against 3
Employers for Immigration
Violations

The H-1B quota is expected to fill on the
first day of filing.
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now in order to allow suf-
ficient time to prepare the
petition for filing. If you
are interested in filing a
petition or have any ques-
tions please call our office.

USCIS Reaches H-2B Cap for 2nd Half of FY2008

On January 2, 2008, USCIS
announced that it had re-
ceived enough petitions to
reach the H-2B cap for the
second half of the Fiscal Year
2008 quota. Petitions re-
ceived after that date will be
returned. These petitions
would have had a start date

of April 1, 2008.

This underscores the need to
begin preparation of H-2B
petitions well in advance of
the filing date so that peti-
tions can be ready to file as
soon as permissible under
the law.

Anyone interested in filing an
H-2B petition with a start
date of October 1, 2008 (1st
half of FY2009) should begin
the process by April 1, 2008.
If you have any questions,
please contact our office
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Our Firm Can Assist You With:

= Employment based immigrant
and nonimmigrant petitions

* Family based immigrant peti-
tions
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« Follow up with USCIS on pend-
ing petitions

* 9, LCA and PERM audits

advance parole extensions

« Immigration related training
sessions for HR staff

+ General immigration questions
and document review







